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‘The Gited Program should provide more elaborate, complex, and in-depth study of
‘major deas, problerns, and themes that integrate knowledge witin and across systcms of
thoughl. Gifted prograsmming should llow for the development and application of
productive thinking skils 10 cnable stodents 10 econceptualize existing knowledge
andlor generate new knowledge. Gifted program optons should cnable students to
explore constantly changing knowledge and information and develop the atitude that
Knowledge is worth pursing. Gifted students should be cncouraged o selct and use
appropriate and specialized resources. Programming should promote seltniiated and
Seldirected earming and groweh while stessing higher leve thinking skills,creativity,
and excelence n performance and prodcts.

Public Awareness
‘Copies ofthe Parent Guide to Special Education for the Gifted., he Parent Resource
Guide, Gifled Suppor Program brochure are cisplayed in n area designaied in ach
distict building us the public awareness dissemination location. This is usally ocated
inhigh rafic areas and inready view of the public. This information i also located on
e disrict website and gifed support s included inthe distrct's annual rotce posted n
the South Park News which i distributed to every household inthe disrict,

“This same information i lso iscibuted 1o the two norpublic schools n our disrictat
e beginning ofeach acadernic year.

Screcning C:
Scrcening bt kindegaren rpisraton. Al Kindergarien students Who sore at the
95 percenile o higheron the DIAL I Srvning nsirumentar denied. Al first
a0 sudents scoring ot the 95° peccnile o above on the Pereding Composic or e
‘Quantitive Skils Subtest ofthe Metropolan Readiness Test are dentificd. Teachers
e equestd o do day o day dbservations on tose stoderts. I the teacher fcls he
Sudent may be gifted, the st i rfered o the South Park Asistance Network
(SPAN). The SPAN Team asiss i identifying accommodtions and cnrichment
activiie for the student. 1fstudents confinue o excel with enrichment,they e eferred
for a moli-disciplinary cvaluaton. Kindergartcnces and fist greder hat do not score 1t
e 95" perenile bt excela alscademicscanalso be reered  the SPAN Team.

For highee grades, screening is ongoing throughout the year. Results on stundardized
tests including the s Leanon School ABilty Test, the Metropalitan Achievement Test,
the Pennsylvania State System of Assessment, and the 4 Sight Test are reviewed 10
identify the top $% of students. Teachers are alerted 10 the results and provide.
enrichment (0 hose students i th regalar class when appropriate. A teacher or parent
may notfy the SPAN Tean a clementary and the principa at middle and high school
level, when it is believed tha additonal ensichment beyond that provided in the regular
educaion clas is equired. AL that time the matrix is completed or a multdisciplinary
evaluation i requested, ifth paret chooses (0 bypass the scrcing marix process.
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When there isa question as o a childs appropriste placement witkinthe mari, a
decision will b rendered by the Multidisciplinary Evaluston Team which can include:
parents, teachers,counslors, psychalogists, and edministrtors,
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Appendix

To encourage individual sreening referal from teachers, safl are provided with s
informatve handout dentifying characterisies of high achieving and gified leamers
(Sce Appendiv).

Criteia for Gifted Support Placement Resulting from s Mulidiscplinary

Evalustion
Eligibilty Criteria

Following a mutidisciplinary evaluaion, a student caming a Composite standard score of
130 or sbove on an estabished inteligence estinstrument and meing Critria A snd B
from the muliple crieia listed below, may be recommended for gified suppori,

Studenis scoring within the range of 129-125 on a Composite standard scor of
established intellgence instrument may be considered as elgible for gifted i Crtera A
nd 3 and a et three additionalerteri are met.

‘Composite scores onthe following nteligence assessments will be accepled: Weshsler
Ineligence Seale for Children-Fourth Edition, Stanford Binet Inteligence Scale-Fit
Ediion, Cognitve Assessment Seale, Wechsler Adult Intlligence Scal, Third Ediion,
Wechsler Preschool end Primary Seale of Intelgence-Thid Edition, and the Diffeeential
Abily Scal.

Multiple Criteria

A A yearor mare above the distriet’s average grade achievement level placement n
one or more subject arcas as measured by a disrict administred standardized
achievement testIf performanee on  distic based sandrdized achicvement.
fests not available, demonstration ofproiciency on the Pensy i Statc
System of Assessment can be substituted from the current o prior academic year
i one or more subjectareas.

B.. Anobserved or measured rate of acquisiton/reention of new academic content or
kil tha reflect gifted ability s eflcted by rates of acquisition and rtention in
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arcas include Reading, English, Math, Science and Social Stdies.

. Avainmen of an overal grade point average ofat east 95% fo at least two.
erading periods.

. Presentation ofa product, potoli orreseatch judged by a commitie consising
of principal teacher, and guidance counselor as being representativ of an
average or above average student whor s placed ot east o years above the
candidae’s actual placemeni, The product must demonstate mastery of an
academic content ara. Demonstation of advanced alet orskill n the arts or
bumasities is not addressed through the gified progran.

E. Measured use of high leve thinking skill,academic creativty, eadership skills,
acadeic intrest areas, nd communication skilsas indicated by an obtained
percentile sk of 90% or higher on fwo outof th four (4) ollowing subscales of
the Gifted Evaluation Scale-Second Eition: Inellectual Abiliy; Specifc
Academic Aptitude, Creatviy; and Leadership Abiity.

F. Demonsiated abilty to spesk a oreign language flently without having acquired
formalinsructon

. Abiliy to demonstate ommpetency in computer sill normally taught i the
istrcts curiculum t least two years ahove the candidate's actual grade level as
determined by the District Technology Coordinator and Building Pricipal

Forms ulizedto obain the eacher rating of observed behavirs associated with
gifedness,rates of acquisiton and retention, counslor input and parent input fo the.
evaluation are included in the Appendix.

Timelines

“The Permission o Evaluate is sent o the parent within two day afier receiving he
refeml

“The Gifted mulidsciplinary evaluaton must be completed within 45 school days from
the dote thatthe Permission was received.

“The Gified Writen Report (GWR) must be completed within 10 school days after he
‘completion of the gifted multdiscpliary evaluatio.

Within § days afterits compleion, & copy of the GWR shallbe delvered t parents of the
studen,

“The Invtation o Particpate inthe Gifled Individual Education Program(GIEP) mecting.
mustbe sen o parents at least 10 alendat days in advance ofthe GIEP mecting.
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“The GIEP must b implemented no more than 10 school days afe it s signed or at the
start of the Tollowing school yeat if ompleted less than 30 days befor th lat day of
scheduled classes.

A Notie of Recommended Assigament(NORA) must be presented o parents either in
person at the GIEP conference or by certfed mail witha 5 calendar days after the
completion of the GIEP conference

Parenis have 10 calendr days (o respond 0« NORA sent by mal o 5 calendar days t0
'NORA presented n person at he GIEP conference.

I parentsreceivethe noice in person and approve within § calendar days, the distict
‘may not implement the GIEP fora eas  calendar days.

Peogram Description

‘Elementary Program (Grades K-4)

“The elementary ifted program is based on logi, reative witing, anda research project.
“The second grade completes group research project on Pennsylvanis. The third and
fourth grade student’s work independently on  topic of choics. Students present heir
project o thei regular classroom at the end of the yer. The program alsincludes hands
on problem solving activiis as wel as reading different novels. Students participatc on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Fiday for 45 minutes.

‘Middle Schoo] Program (Grades 5.8)
Students paricipate on days 1,3, and 4. Fifthrade paricpates period 7 sixth grace
partcipates perod 3;seventh grade particpates priod 4, and cighth arade paricipates
period .

At each grade levl unitsare presented 0n Problem Solving/Logie/ Computer Education,
Language Arts, and Social Studies.

Content and nstrction at cacgradefevelsre presentd i the folowing outine.
Fifth Grade,

Problem Solving, Logic, Computer Education

Course Content

1. Word processing in AppleWorks/Microsoft Word





 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mail.sparksd.org/servlet/webacc/op7ml5Qc5qt1bd9Hm7/GWAP/AREF/76850008.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image7.png]2. Eiing icturesin Graphic Programs
3 Utlzing Macinosh CD-ROM resousces suh as Grolier's Encyclopedia,
atlases Inemet ec.
Extension Activites
1. Problem solving grid shests (Mindbenders)
2. Problem solving computer simulations
3. Logic purzles
Resources.

1. Mindbendersseres
2. Computer simulatons.

Evalussion
1. Text end worksheet sssignments
2. Class participation
3. Oral quizzes.
4 Original applications and projects
Language Arts
Course Content

1. Mythology of the ime period
2] Anthology of shot stories

Extension Activiies
1. Chess
2. Students orginal ideas
3 Workshects
4. Computer simulations
Resources
1. Eeypiian Mythology.
2 Virtualtours v Inernet.
3. Student worksheets
Evaluaton

1 Text and worksheetassignments
2. Class paricipation
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4 Group particpation

Social Studies/Ancient Civilzations
Course Content

1. Background information on Stone Ages; Sumeria; Mesapotami; Feypt;

PowerPoin presentation
3. Group discussion about the impact ofthos cvilzaions today
4 Related social sudies contet o literature selections

Extension Activiies

1. Time lnes
2. Tmages of rs, dres, weapons, ctc.
3. Scanned orimported picturesmaps of that

Resourees

1. Scholasi text: The Ancient World

2/ Scholastic flmstipicassete programs.

3 nstructonal Materals Cente resources

4 MAC Lab resources including Groler's Eletronic Encyclopedia and Interet

Evaluation

1. Class partcipation

2. Group psticipation

3. Relating nflsence of past civilizatons o today

4 Individual projets submited adjudged on relevancy, depth, and uslization of
resources,ereativity and form

Sixth Grade

Course Content

L Word processing in AppleWorks/Microsoft Word
2. Creating individual constllation projects in PowerPoint

3. Alcring pictures in graphic programs

4 Utiliing Macintosh CD-ROM resources such as Golie’s Encyclopedia,
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Extension Activities

1. Problem soving grid sheets (Mindbenders)
2. Problem solving computer simulations
3. Logic puzzles

Resoures.

1. Mindbenders sries
2. Computer simulations

Evalustion
1. Text and worksheet asigaments
2! Class participation
3. Onal quizzes
4. Original pplictions and projects
Language Arts
Course Content

1. Greek Mythology
2/ Roman Mythology

Extension Activites

1. Student’sorginal myth
2/ Cultural Ans Contest
3. Worksheets and charts
4 Mythology game.

Resoutces
1. The Greck Gods
2. Heroes and Monsters o Greek Myth
3 Audio-visul programs
4 Student workshoets

Evaluation

1. Text and worksheet assignments
2. Clas paricipation
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Socil Studies
Course Content

1. Background information on Greek and Roman cultues.
2. Team research and reporting on cultures

3. Group discussion about the impact of those civilizations today
4 Relae social st content o ierature selectons

Extension Activties

1. Time lines
2. Examples of ars, dress, weapors,ctc.
3 Maps of the areas

Resourees.

1 Scholastc text: The Ancient World
2. Videos peraining 10 the Greeks and Romans

3. Instructonal Materals Center resources

‘4] MAC Lab resourcs including Grolier’s Elctronic Encyclopedia and Internet

Evalustion

1. Class partcipation

2. Group prticipation

3. Relting influence of past cvilizaions o oday

4 Individual projects submited adjudged on relevancy, depth, and utlzaton of
resources,creaivty and form.

Seventh Grade

Problem Solving/Logie/Computer Education

Course Content:
1. Word Processing in Apple Works/Microsoft Word.
2/ Ediing/Altring pictres in graphic applications
3. Creating individual projecs in Power Point

4 Uslizing Macintosh CD-ROM resources such as Groler's Encyclopedia,
atases, Inteme,et.
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1. Problem solving grid sheets (Mindbeders)

2. Problem solving computer simulations.
3 Logic purzles

Resources

1. Mindbendersseres
2. Computer simulations.

Evalustion

1. Text end worksheet asignments
2. Clas paricipation

3. Oral quizzes

4. Original applicstions and projects

Language Arts
Course Content

1. Shakespearc's plays

2. Globe Theater
Extension Activies

1 Reuling o Sakepeascomedy

3 Workshects nd charts
4. Shakespeare game

Resources

1. Kids Discover: Kings and Queens
2. Kids Discover. Shakespeare

3. The Globe Thester

4. Kings, Lovers and Fools

5. Video on a Shakespearean Play.

6. Stadent workshests

Evaluation

1. Text and worksheets

10
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Social tudies/Middle Ages and Rens

Course Content

1. Background information on Middlc Ages and Renaissanes culturs
2. Team rscarch and reporting o cultures

3. Group discussion about the impact of those civlizations today.

4 Relate socal stdics content t lerature selections

Extension Activides

1. Power Point presentatons
2. Seanned images of ars, dress, weapons, ctc.
3. Imported maps/pictres of the era

Resources

1. Kids discover: Knights and Casles
2 Scholastic flmstrplcassete programs

3 Insructional Materials Center resources

4 MAC Lab resources including Groier's Elecronie Encyelopedia, Intenet, et

Evalustion

1. Class partcipation

2. Group participation

3. Relting influence of past civilizatons o today

- Individual projects submited adjudged on relevancy, depth, and utlization of
resources, ereativity and form

Eighth Grade
Problem Solving/Logie/Computer Education
Course Content

1. Word processing and Spreadsheet in AppleWorksIMicrosoft Word

2. diingalering pictres in graphic programs

3. Creating individuel projects in PowerPoint

% Uslzing Macintosh CD-ROM resources such as Groler's Encyclopedia,
alaes, Intemet, ct.
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1. Stock tracking and transacion acivty
2. Problem solving grid sheets (Mind benders)
3. Problem solving computer simulations

4 Logic puzzles

Resourees

1 Mind Benders seies
2. Computer simulatons

Evaluation
1. Text and worksheet asignments
2. Class paricipation
3. Oral quizzes
4. Origial applicatons and projects
Language Arts
Course Content
1. Adverising techsiques
2 Media/tasget audience studies
3. Great achiever o local hisory project
Extension Activties
1. Advertsng student worksheets and charts
2. Stodent media campeign
3. PowerPoint or video advertising
4. Stodentereated procict
Resources

1 Student workshects
2. Audio-visul programs on advertsing and media

Evaluation
1. Text and worksheet asigaments
2. Class paticipation

3. Individual projet prescrtation
4. Group participation

1
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Course Content

1. Stock market background information and terminclogy
2 Team resarch nd stock rading on spreadshect
3. Team partcipation: PA Feoromic League stock market contest

Extension Activiies

1. Stock market board game
2. Monopoly game
3 Buyers and Sellers board game.

Resources.

1. Stock Market Game Via Internct
2] Wall Stret Joumal videotapes

3. Computer preadshects

4 Broker visitation

5. Stock market worksheets and workbooks

Evalustion

1. Team record in competiion

2/ Cooperaive group decision-making

3’ Relating advertising, media and crrent evrts 0 sock market activi

4 tndividual projects submitted adjadged on rlevancy, deph, aod utlzston of
resources,creativity and form.

High School Progra

During the 2002-2003 acadee year, a program evaluation was conducted of the high
school gifted program. Evaluation fforsincluded obiaining eedback from faulty,
Students an parets. Based on this feedback,a pilo program was designed fo niiel
implementation for the 2003-2004 scademvc e

Under the new model efered to a5 the Maximizing Ackievement Potenial (MAP)
Program, opportuniies ar extended 0 al students o puticipate in high-level curiculum
based enichment actviies beyond the classroom.  Thees levels ofservice ae provided

Level 1 servies are offeed to al students with o restictive prereguisites and include
el trips, guet speakers, assemblies, thinking skills, games, puzzles, and various
competitons.
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abilties. Some examples of Level 2 srvices are Caleusalve, National History Day
‘Competiion, and partciption onthe school newspaper.

Level 3 services sddressthe needs of individuals o small roups and may include
curricular differniation, curicalum compaction, independent study, apprenticeships,or
‘mare individualized adapttions such s subjec o grade level acceleraton.

Tevel 1 Services For All Sadents

Level 2 Services for Many Staderts

Level 3 Servicesfor Few Students

Given tha these optionsar offeed t0 both gifed and non-gifed students, services
within Level 1 and 2 will not be identifed as part ofthe specally dsigned insinction in
the student’s GIEP, unless e activity has been individualized for te stdent.

“To insure provision of speialy designed insructon and continuation of Gifted
Individual Educston Programs 10 giftd students, cachgifed student will be strongly
ncouraged to dentify a east one subject area in which heshe wishes 0 pursue
envichment beyond the normal classroom actviie. To filate identificarion of such
cavichment opportunitis,csch department offers  set of suggested enrichment
actviiesprojects from which the student may select.

“The menu of ptions provided during the 2003-2004 acadersic year follows.

High-End Learmer Activies by Depare

Forsi
CorerStadowing.
ndependen Reserc

" Cangage Comgetions (Slppery Rock Uriverst)

" Collgs LangiageCowses & CCAC, Universy o Pisbrgh, Dssoe Uivesy,
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Atthe Gifted ndividual Education Program specially designed instruction il be
identificd which relects and develops the students seeeted contentarcs. Specially
designed instruction is delivered by the classroo teacher through moifcations and
‘adapttions in the curriculum,assignment, or insirctional delvery formt.

‘The following key princples guide program development or modification for the i
end leamer:

« Curicul for the high-end leamer should focus on and b organized 0 include
mor claborat, complex, and in-depth study of mjor ideas and themes that

intearate knowledge within and across disciplines.

« Insiructionfor the high-end leamer should allow fo the development and
applicaton of producive thinking skils o enable students {0 re-conceptualize:
existing knowledge and/or generate new undersianding.

 Curricul for the high-end leamer should encourage exposre 10, slection and use
of vared challenging, and specialized resources

« Instruction for the igh-cnd leamer should promatein-depth learning and.
investigation tha deal with eal i problems and ssues.

« Comiculum and istrucion should provide opportunites for sudentstorecogrize.
complex relatonships and arive at sound generalzation.

« Cunculu for the high-cnd leamer should trss igher lovel-thinkiag, crativity,
and probiem solving sill.
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« Instructon fo the high-cnd leamer should be flexibly paced and matched 1o the
Student’s ability, pre-assessment data, leaming style,interest, and motivation,

+ Curriculum for the igh-end leamer should have  scong foundation based on
demonsiratd abiliies,srengihs, and ineretsof the group and individua,

 Curiculum for the high-end learer should be an extension of ore lesming, using
both acceleation and enrichment strategis.

Inorder 0 put o pracicethese overarching instrctiona principls, it is important 0
pay atention 0 best practces that address conten, process,leaming enironment,and.
product. They establish both the framerwork and practical action stps for sssuing high
qualiy instrction for the gifed

Should an dentified gifed sudent choase not to pursue an emrchment ativity beyond
the regular curriculum, but rather partcipate i Level | end Level 2 acivtes, that
students’ GIEP will indicte that thestudent does not require specally designed
instruction and s a fully included student i the regula program. Should th student atcr
desire to pursueenvichment activitie,  new Giftd Individual Edueation Program would
e developed and a new Notie of Recommended Assignment issued indicating
paricipation n the Gifted Support Program.

o implement this model a guidance counselor s assigned th responsibilty of
reseatching, identiying and commuricating enrichment opportunites 10 al studeats nd
parents when appropriste._The puidance counselor serves as  lison beween the
student and teschers, scheduling meetings s required between teacher and student (0
Further define the focus o enrichment oppertunites. The guidance counselor may at
times also be ssigned (0 coordinate and supervise various ied rips and program
offcings. In addition, the guidance counselor along with the Buiding Principal will
participate in compltion of the Gifted Individual Education Program plan.

Classroom eachers willassist in designing and supervsing th enrichment activities
idenifed in the Gifted Individual Education Programs.

cogram Procedural Guidelines

I implementation of the giftcd program at all evels, procedures/forms cited within the
following documents ar upheld.

Chapter 16: Gifted Educatio
Board of Education

Basic Fducation Circulars: Special Education for Gifted Students Issued March 26,
2003

pecial Fducation Serviees and Programs, Sste

"
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'PDE Formats including the Gified Witten Report, Gifted Writtes Report Annotated,
Gifed Individual Education Program, Gifted ndividual Education Program Amoted,
Gifed Individualized Edueation Program Model.

Fducation for Gifted Students In PA-Frequently Asked Questions

Instrctional saff have been refrred o the Web Resources dentified o the
Penasylvania Depurtment of Education web site.




